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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MARCHANT).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 26, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable KENNY
MARCHANT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 25 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes, but in
no event shall debate extend beyond
9:50 a.m.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. BEAUPREZ) for 5
minutes.

——————

REASONS TO SUPPORT THE CEN-
TRAL AMERICAN FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT

Mr. BEAUPREZ. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to highlight just a few of
the reasons why I am in favor of the
Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment, known as CAFTA.

CAFTA is going to level the playing
field for U.S. workers and farmers.
Right now, the CAFTA countries have
virtually open access to our U.S. mar-

ket. This agreement will give Ameri-
cans the same free and fair access to
their markets. The day CAFTA is
signed, nearly $1 billion a year in tar-
iffs on U.S. goods goes away, making
us immediately more competitive.
Somewhere in this world, farmers will
be producing the food and workers will
be making the goods to meet the grow-
ing demand of the CAFTA nations. I
want this demand to be met by Amer-
ican workers.

CAFTA will protect existing Amer-
ican jobs, allow us to compete fairly
for more international business and
strengthen our relationships with these
six developing democracies.

Mr. Speaker, neighbors help each
other, and CAFTA is a good neighbor
treaty. I urge its adoption.

———

HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS: A
SOLUTION TO THE HIGH COST OF
AMERICA’S HEALTH CARE SYS-
TEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) is recog-
nized during morning hour debates for
5 minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to address the
high cost of America’s health care sys-
tem and also to highlight a solution to
this problem that not only reduces the
number of uninsured in the United
States, but gives consumers the ability
to rein in the high price of health care
on their own terms.

Everyone in this Chamber and across
the Nation knows that our Nation is in
the midst of a health care crisis. The
crisis not only affects patients, but our
health care professionals as well. Ris-
ing health care costs have left nearly
45 million Americans without health
insurance and thousands of small busi-
nesses struggling to cover their em-
ployees. In my home State of Pennsyl-

vania, over 50 percent of Pennsylva-
nians surveyed said their family has
had difficulty paying the cost of health
care or obtaining insurance for their
dependents.

Since 2001, the cost of health insur-
ance has risen 59 percent. In 2004, em-
ployers who offered health insurance
benefits were paying an average of 11
percent more for health insurance pre-
miums, making that year the fourth
year of double-digit increases in pre-
miums.

Last year, President Bush spoke of
the need to create an ownership society
in America. His idea was simple: Pass
laws to enable our families to take
greater ownership in their invest-
ments, their financial security and
their future. The idea of an ownership
society has already resulted in a boom-
ing housing market, impressive job
growth and historic economic produc-
tivity.

I come to the floor today to say that
the ownership society can also change
health care as we know it today
through the use of Health Savings Ac-
counts. Designed as part of the Medi-
care Modernization Act of 2003, Health
Savings Accounts are tax-free accounts
that empower consumers to take con-
trol over their own health care ex-
penses.

The principle is simple: If a person
has a health insurance plan with a high
deductible of at least $1,000 for an indi-
vidual or $2,000 for family coverage,
that person can make pre-tax contribu-
tions to a savings account specifically
designed to handle health insurance.

Health Savings Accounts are port-
able, interest-bearing financial instru-
ments. Like a 401(k), contributions to
HSAs are made with pre-tax income.
Like an IRA, the account grows tax-
free and can also be moved from job to
job. There is no penalty for the re-
moval of money from an HSA, and if an
individual does not use any money
from an HSA over the course of a year,
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